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 Everybody!
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At this month’s dinner meeting and banquet
we will celebrate a great year of hard work and fun.
Our chapter made great strides in 2007, winning an
award for the best habitat group in a category of
chapters with ernings under a certain limit. That
award will be on display at the dinner, along with
the beautiful Browning shotgun we won for our
habitat efforts. We will also be selling raffle tickets
for this shotgun at the dinner.

This is much more than a celebration of the
work the chapter has done. It is also a celebration of
the Christmas season, and we hope all memberw
will attend. The directions to get to the meeting site
are printed on the next page of this newsletter.

This is also an awards banquet. We will be
presenting awards to those members who have
done outstanding work duringt the year to promote
Quail Unlimited, to do habitat work, and to give of
their time to support guzzler and spring
maintenance in the Mojave Desert.

Please plan on spending the evening with
us, and please RSVP with Dave Smith so we know
youare coming.

Upcoming work projects which may get
done during the hunting season, or soon after will
concentrate on guzzlers A37 and A38, east of
Highway 247 in north Lucerne Valley and the Ord
Mountains. We may also take a look at working on
guzzler A39 which is in very bad shape. It is in the
same general area.

Work on Guzzler A4 inside San Bernardino
National Forest land south of Phelan is on the
schedule now that we have had some rain. We have
to get equipment into the area, which is going to
require some tree trimming to do, and we didn’t
want to do that until after we had some winter rains
to reduce the risk of fire from the trimming and
vehicle use.

If any members have suggestions about
guzzlers and springs they want put on the work list,
please call or e-mail Habitat Coordinator John
Shaver.



 High Desert Quail Unlimited
2nd Annual Christmas Party

Friday December 21, 2007
Happy Hour Star ts at 6Pm.

Music by; John Paul.

Cost: $30.00 per person. Includes gratuity and three drink tick-
ets. Buffet style choice of chicken or beef.

Location: Senior Campus 17581 Sultana, Hesperia( I ave south
of Main St, left on Sultana).

RSVP: Dave Smith at 760/ 947-6947 or 760/ 617-3291.

Join us for an evening of fellowship and fun.
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Guzzler/spring project for Nov 30, Dec 3

What a weekend!....Everyone said its a
good thing to have rain in thedesert but not today.
I and the cooks showed up at 10:30 am on Friday
Nov 30. We had Lyle and Bud already at the camp
so we started setting up the cook stoves, digging
the fire pit, setting up the EZ-Ups and getting
ready for the weekend. The rain was coming down,
and as the crew starting showing up the rain
continued to come down. The rain was so bad we
decided not to try and do any work on Friday.

Friday evening we had 15 guys around the
fire along with tri-tips on the grill. John Nelson
cooked the tri-tips while Judy and Kippy prepared
the rest of our dinner, rain still coming down.

After the great dinner we had our raffle of
gifts for the volunteers, backpacks, jackets, shell
holders, vests, shirts, rifle cases and other goodies.
After the raffle and some talk around the fire,
everyone went to their camp area and retired for
the night.

Bright and early the next morning we were
around the camp fire, the cooks were preparing
breakfast and the skies were clear. After sausage,
eggs, potatos, fruit and orange juice, Gary Thomas
took several volunteers and headed towards Cima
to work on Deer Spring and myself and the rest of
the volunteers headed out to guzzler B18.

B18 was full of water from the
rain....HA!....but needed plenty of restoration.
Everyone jumped right in and had the tar removed,
the cracks mortared, plus removed the muck from
the holding tank, all by 11am.

I took half the crew and headed for B74
while John Nelson stayed with the other guys and
applied the first coat of Merlex. By the time John
arrived at B 74 we were just getting ready to apply
the concrete glue and mortar the cracks. We were
as far as we could go so it was time to head back to
camp, around 4 pm.

Back at camp John started cooking the
chicken filets and the cooks were busy with the
green beans and all the trimmings. We decided to
have the raffle before dinner. Several items were

donated by Nick Bryne along with hand-painted gift
cards by Dave Smith, plus two knifes from Paul
Whitelock (Orange County SCI). The dinner was
excellent, everyone won a gift and a good time was
had by all.

The next morning we had another fantastic
breakfast and all headed to B74 to apply the first
coat of Merlex, we then headed to B18 to apply the
second coat of Merlex while Matt took four guys
and headed to B78 to scrape the tar.

The cooks were packing up and were going
to leave around 11 am and head back to Needles
but.......on the way out of the preserve one ofthe
cooks, who pulls a fifth wheel, became buried in the
sand. Instead of heading directly to B78 to help
Matt we had to make a little detour and pull both
cooks out of the sand.

After the detour we headed to B78. Matt
and the crew had already stripped the tar and were
ready for mortar. Afterapplying the mortar we
headed back to B74 and applied the second coat of
Merlex. We all headed back to camp and home
around 4 pm.

We finished B 18 and B 74, B 78 is 75%
done. At Deer Spring, Gary Thomas and crew
installed 150 feet of one inch pipe, removed cattails
and cleaned out the debris. Gary is returning
Sunday to finish the spring work by installing a float
valve.

The first day it rained all day but we did not
give up and as it turned outthis was one of the best
projects we have had. I would like to thank all the
volunteers for their time and labor. A couple of
special thanks go to Lyle for purchasing a concrete
grindingmachine ($500.00), Jesse for purchasing a
concrete grinding wheel, Jim for the new 4 inch
angle grinder, Paul Whitelock for the knifes, Nick
Bryne for the majority of the gifts, John Nelson for
the steak and chicken and let’s don’t forget our
wonderful cooks.

There are not enough good words to
discribe the camaraderie and cooperation within the
group; it sure makes these projects run smooth.

Cliff McDonald
760-326-2935



East Mojave guzzler projects done on Nov 30
to December 3 by Cliff McDonald’s crew of
Sheep Society and Quail Unlimited members,
plus deer hunters and other conservation
people repaired two guzzlers. one spring.

Camp cooks, Judy and Kippy staying out of
the rain while serving up hot and excellent
meals for the hungry workers on the project.

There’s a lot of work that goes into repairing a
guzzler. Here the old surface is scraped and
patched before the coat of Merlex is applied. It’s
all par t of the job for the work crews.

Finished rain apron (below) is tinted with a sand
color to make them less visable. That smooth
surface will catch any and all rain that falls.
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New Member s for our
Chapter and R enewals

New Members
Harry Dockery

Rodney Yee
Grady Marney

If you have not yet visited the chapter’s new
web site, you are missing a lot. Associate member
Laura Hardin, wife of chapter member Freeman
Hardin, has built a great web site You will be able
to find up to date information on work projects,
upacoming shoots ans events, past issues of the
chapter newsletter, and of course, our annual Christ-
mas Party scheduled in December. Make sure you
bookmark this site on your computer and check it
frequently. http://www.hdqu759.org/index.html
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Our Chapter is holding an internet raffle for
the Quail Unlimited shotgun we won for our
habitat work. Proceeds from this raffle will go back
into our habitat fund for more work on guzzlers
and springs in the Mojave Desert and the San
Bernardino National Forest.

The shotgun is a Browning Gold Superlite
engraved with California quail and hunting scenes.
It is one of ten. It is a gas-operated semi-auto
equipped with 28 inch back-bored barrel
chambered for 3 inch shells. Tickets for this raffle
are available on line by going to our web site at:
http://www.hdqu759.org/store_shotgun.html .
Prices of tickets are one ticket for $10.00, or six
tickets for $50.00. You can order tickets via
PayPal. You can also get tickets from Chapter
Treasurer, Phil Garro. Contact him at (760) 241-

9011  or send your request for tickets to the chapter
Post Office box at:  QU High Desert #759, P.O. Box
401397 , Hesperia, Ca 92340-1397 .

This raffle will continue until we have raised the
required amount for our habitat work and then we
will draw the winning ticket and announce it. This
is a great chance to own a unique and beautiful
shotgun, and help habitat work in the area you hunt
in at the same time.

Matt Gongola
Richard Persohn
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On behalf of my family and the board I wish
you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Our Chapter has accomplished a lot this year. Many
guzzlers have been repaired and we have expanded
our work to include the San Bernardino Forest. We
had our first Snake Avoidance Clinic which was
very successful.
We hauled approx. 3500 gallons of water to
various guzzlers this summer. We have also taken
on the support of the Apple Valley Junior Shotgun
Team. We gained exposure by participating in
various events at Raahauge’s and Bass Pro Shops.
Camp Cady is now being supported by grants
which were obtained by the hard work of Bruce
Kenyon and work has already started on the Dove
Field.

Our hard work was also rewarded by
winning the Quail Unlimited Habitat Award. First
in our class and fourth overall in the nation! All of
the aforementioned could not be accomplished
without the support and hard work of the
membership which has grown significantly.

Let us not forget those that have left us this
year and keep them in our hearts and memories. I
look forward to 2008 and anticipate things getting
better and bigger with your continued help and
support.
Merry Christmas!
Cruz Garcia
Chairman HD QU 759.
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Meeting in Sacramento, on Friday,
December 7, the California Fish and Game
Commission took steps to implement AB 821, a
controversial bill by Assemblyman Pedro Nava, D-
Santa Barbara, that was adopted in October. And
the commission went further, adding more
ammunition to the banned list to effectively cover
more kinds of hunting.

The Nava bill restricted lead bullets in
centerfire ammunition typically used for hunting
big game, such as deer, elk and pig. The
commission added rimfire ammunition, such as the
popular .22-caliber, and bullets used in black-
powder guns and calibers that are commercially
obsolete.

Starting July 1, the new rules ban the use
and possession of bullets in condor country
containing more than 1 percent lead, a threshold
that ammunition manufacturers said was realistic.
A violation by a hunter is a misdemeanor
punishable by up to a $1,000 fine and a year in jail.

Non-lead ammo that meets the 1 percent
standard is already available for centerfire calibers.
It is slightly more expensive but is considered
ballistically superior to lead ammunition. No
alternatives are yet available for rimfire cartridges,
meaning the industry will need to develop new
products.

The commission voted 3-1 to adopt the
rules. It did not expand the geographic area
governed by the Nava bill, a V-shaped swath of
land between San Jose and Los Angeles that covers
about one-fifth of the state. The dissenting vote
came from Commissioner Jim Kellogg. He
supported the overall intent, but wanted to exempt
rimfire ammunition with the condition that these
hunters dispose of their carcasses.
Editor’s note: This information was extracted
from a news story out of Sacramento. The actual
decision has not yet been published on the Fish &
Game Commission web site, and there has been no
official release. Note there is no memtion of
banning lead shot in shotgun cartridges within the
condor area.
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Bill Dobbs, who recently retired as our first
habitat coordinator, is at home recovering from
surgery which he had this fall. He is currently
undergoing followup treatment for a tumor that
was removed. He hasn’t been doing any hunting as
yet, but he has been out fishing a few times and
hopes to get into the field and hunt before the
season is up. If you want to call Bill and encourage
him, his number is 760-947-7823

Carl West, another of our habitat
coordinators was very lucky this fall. He drew two
coveted hunts in the Eastern Sierra. One was for
Tule Elk, and the other for the famous G3 late
season buck hunt in Round Valley. Carl was unable
to get an elk, although his hunting partner did take
a cow elk, but Carl did get a nice buck in the G3
hunt.

Herb Drury, a chapter member who lives
up in Big Bear, got a D17 deer tag this year and
hunted in the East Mojave Preserve with members
Cliff McDonald and Gary Thomas. Herb didn’t get
a buck, but he says he had a great week of hunting.

There are approximately 6 pellets of lead in
one ounce of  000 buckshot, but mor than 580 lead
pellets in one ounce loads in the typical #9 shot
shell. A ounce load of #4 buckshot has 21 pellets,
good for coyotes, fox and other small to medium
sized game, while a good ounce Chukar load of #6
shot has 225 pellets which, given the right choke,
will create a killing load out to as much as 50 yards.
The standard Quail load of #7-1/2 shot has 350
pellets per ounce, and #8 shot shells hold 410
pellets per ounce (Source Shotgun World.com)
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