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Rattlesnakes are a fact of life in the Mojave Desert. You don’t often see this many in one spot, but
they are a danger to dogs and people. Our annual Snake Break dog clinic teaches dogs to react to
the presense of a snake by backing away and not getting bitten. This protects the owner as well as
the dog, important for all, but vital for quail and chukar hunters with gun dogs.
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Our Chapter is holding an internet raffle for
the Quail Unlimited shotgun we won for our
habitat work. Proceeds from this raffle will go back
into our habitat fund for more work on guzzlers
and springs in the Mojave Desert and the San
Bernardino National Forest.

The shotgun is a Browning Gold Superlite
engraved with California quail and hunting scenes.
It is one of ten. It is a gas-operated semi-auto
equipped with 28 inch back-bored barrel
chambered for 3 inch shells. Tickets for this raffle
are available on line by going to our web site at:
http://www.hdqu759.org/store_shotgun.html .

Prices of tickets are one ticket for $10.00, or six
tickets for $50.00. You can order tickets via
PayPal. You can also get tickets from Chapter
Treasurer, Phil Garro. Contact him at (760) 241-
9011 or send your request for tickets to the chapter
Post Office box at:  QU High Desert #759, P.O.
Box 401397, Hesperia, Ca 92340-1397.

This shotgun will be raffled off at Camp Cady
during our club shoot and barbeque in August.

QU HATS AND T-SHIRTS FOR SALE
The Chapter has a number of Quail Unlim-

ited Hats in tan or Hunter Orange and silk-screened
T-Shirts with the QU Logo on them for sale. We
also have Fun Shoot hats and T shirts available.
Hats are $20.00 ea, and shirts go for $15.00 each,
or three shirts for $40.00. The money raised goes
to support our habitat work on guzzlers in our area.
Purchase some and advertise our chapter
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If you have not yet visited the chapter’s new

web site, you are missing a lot. Associate member
Laura Hardin, wife of chapter member Freeman
Hardin, has built a great web site You will be able
to find up to date information on work projects,
upacoming shoots ans events, past issues of the
chapter newsletter, and of course, our annual Christ-
mas Party scheduled in December. Make sure you
bookmark this site on your computer and check it
frequently. http://www.hdqu759.org/index.html
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The chapter will be having a club members

clay shoot and barbeque at Camp Cady on August
9th. All members and their family are welcome. If
you haven’t been to camp Cady yet, now’s a great
chance to see this California Department of Fish &
Game Wildlife area which is being run by Quail
Unlimited. We will have a couple of trap machines
set up and will start shooting just for fun and
practice fairly early in the morning on Saturday,
August 9th. After the shooting (and the excuses) are
over, we will relax, tell stories (probably some tall
tales), and have a barbeque.

We will also be raffling off the Browning
Gold Superlite shotgun we won last year for being
the best habitat group in our class. You might want
to get another ticket or two and try to win this
beautiful shotgun. See the column on the right side
of this page for more info.

Please, no alcoholic beverages before or
during the shooting. Save it for the barbeque. We
would like to caution members that if you decide to
drink alcohol, please have a designated driver
handy. Driving home on the freeway after drinking
is not a good idea.

In other Camp Cady news, bad luck has hit
the milo field again. After getting a successful first
crop off the field, and getting it replanted, the pump
that supplies water to the field broke down, and
neither the DFG or QU has been able to obtain the
funds to get it repaired as yet. This probably means
the dove hunt at Cady will be less than we would
have liked this year.

For those members who have not been to
Camp Cady, take Interstate 15 through Barstow
and head east. Get off the freeway at Harvard
Road, and turn South (right) Follow Harvard Road
a short distance, and when you start down into a
large wash, the milo field will be on your right, and
Camp Cady on your left. Just at the top of the South
side of the wash, you will see a Camp Cady sign,
turn left on the dirt road and follow it to the Camp.
If you get lost, call 760-257-0900.
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The Sportsman’s Warehouse in the High
Desert opened in late June. It is located at 14601
Valley Center Dr.in Victorville. The store is on the
site of the old Costco building, Sportsman’s
Warehouse is using about half of the floor space
vacated when Costco built their new store just next
door. Don’t worry, the remaining store footage is
big enough to get lost in. It has departments for
hunting and shooting, camping, fishing, fly-fishing,
archery and bowhunting, optics, knifes, outdoor
artwork, books, videos, reloading-- the list is long.

The second of two stores currently in
California, Sportsman’s Warehouse is a national
chain of “big box” sporting goods stores stretching
across the nation. A third store will open in Visalia
this fall.

QU 759 will be hosting some events at the
Warehouse, with our first being a hotdog and soft

drink sale and recruiting event on August 30, and
two more indoor events on October 11th and
November 15th.

Store manager Doug Patch is a local fellow,
having lived in the High Desert for many years, and
formerly working for other large retail stores. He is
a hunter and an enthusiastic supporter of our efforts
to do water for wildlife work in ghe Mojave Desert.

Two of our chapter members, Chairman
Cruz Garcia, and Mike Pacer, are both working at
Sportsman’s Warehouse in the firearms depart-
ment. If you haven’t been to the new store yet, you
need to take a day and go. The reason I say take a
day is that you can easily spend a whole day
shopping in this big store. No matter what your
particular passion in the outdoors is, there’s plenty
of great products to look at. If you don’t go before,
come and join us for our in-store events this year.

New Sportsman’s Warehouse is huge. You can spend a day just wandering around and looking at
the vast amount of outdoor gear available. It’s something we’ve needed in the desert for  a very
long time. Quail Unlimited will be doing public outreach and recruiting events there this year.



Store manager Doug Patch is a High
Desert r esident who is an enthusias-
tic supporter of the outdoors and the
knd of habitat work done by Quail
Unlimited and other organizations.
We welcome him and Sportsman’s
Warehouse to the area.

Mike Pacer, a QU member and a NRA
certified Hunter Safety Instructor
talks to a customer at the firearms
desk. If you are interested in purchas-
ing fir earms, ammo, or reloading
equipment, they have it all in stock.

QU 759 Chairmain Cruz Garcia at
his other job; working in the fir earms
department at Sportsman’s Ware-
house in Victorville. Stop in and see
him.
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We still need members to step forward and

get their names on the list of our Adopt-A-Guzzler
program. Adopting a guzzler doesn’t mean you
have to do all the work on it, just that you promise
to check it two or more times a year, and report
anything that needs to be fixed to John Shaver, our
Habitat Coordinator, so that we can schedule the
work. In the dry part of the summer, we would ask
that you check it often enough to make sure it
doesn’t run short of water. That’s all there is to it.
If you are interested, and you have a guzzler you
like to hunt, and plan on visiting it once in awhile,
please put your name on the list. Contact John
Shaver at 760-956-8169
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While work has slowed somewhat due to the
summer heat, things are still getting done. This
month we will be working on installing two
shooting ramps for handi-capped hunters at the
milo fields at Camp Cady. The initial framing will
be done on July 14th, and then concrete will be
poured on July 26th. This will give handi-capped
shooters a place where they can hunt doves with
reasonable access.

Also, our annual Snake Break clinic will
finally be held this month. It was originally
scheduled for May, but had to be postponed due to
a family emergency. See the note on the Snake
Break on page 7. Also note we are still looking for
volunteer dog handlers for this event.

For our guzzler maintenance program, we
have some finish work to do on A46, along with
plans to work Guzzler A101, which is situated in a
beautiful canyon just east of Stoddard Well. This is
in a high OHV use area, and motorcycle riders have
been running up the canyon and riding over the rain
apron on 101. We will be fencing this guzzler to
prevent damage.

After than, we will work guzzler A93 in the
Juniper Flats area south of Apple Valley. This is
one of the few guzzlers in this area, and the only
one we are aware of that is visited by chukar. It
needs to have the rain apron patches and re-coated,
and any build-up of sand removed from the tank.
A93 is one of those guzzlers which has a walk-over
ladder to allow access inside the fence, and that
walk-over ladder, made of wood, also needs repair.

Finally, we are looking at A107, on the
south end of the Granite Mountains, near Lucerne
Dry Lake. It needs a lot of work, and we will
probably be spending at least a couple of weekends
on this guzzler.

Members will also be doing brood counts
on guzzlers all over the Mojave and the San
Bernardino National Forest during the first two
weeks of this month. If you haven’t turned in your
counts yet, please get them to John Shaver so the
information can be passed on to the Department of
Fish & Game.

As you can see from this newsletter, the
chapter is doing a lot this month, and we need
members to come to the meeting and help us plan
all these activities. We will have a Snake Break
clinic to talk over, plus assignments to work on at
least two guzzlers, the shooting ramps for handi-
capped shooters at Cady, and we still need some
work done on our new work trailer before it can be
put into use.

This meeting should also be interesting for
hunters because we will be getting our first look at
the brood counts gathered by members who have
visited guzzlers in late June and early July to assess
bird numbers. This is your best chance to find out
where there are birds and where there are not birds
before the hunting season begins.

We will also try to discuss long-range plans
for a full-blown fund-raising banquet to be held
some time next year, probably in the Februray-
Mary time period, to finance next year;s guzzler
maintenace. This will be a big deal for our chapter,
and the first time we’ve been able to host a all-out
fund-raiser banquet and raffle. We may be able to
raffle off a half-dozen or so shotguns or other
sporting guns along with shooting and hunting
equipment of all kinds. Come to the meeting and
give us your input on this idea.
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Our chapter currently has a sign we install
at each guzzler we maintain. This sign which says
“Please Protect Water For Wildlife” is a copy of an
older sign once used by the Department of Fish &
Game. We have a stock of these signs in storage,
and we encourage members to carry a couple with
them, and replace any they find damaged on
guzzlers.

We are getting a new sign which lets desert
visitors know that it is our chapter than is doing
vital wildlife work in the desert. These signs will be
added to the guzzlers in the near future. They also
will be available for members to carry with them as
they travel the desert while hunting or working on
guzzlers. The new sign will be printed in black and
white on the same plastic material used for the
current sign. We hope to have these signs done by
the start of the bird season this year.

This could be a bad year for snakes, so hunters
and dog owners should be prepared. Our an-
nual Snake-Break will pr otect your dog.

Members should note that our annual
Snake Break dog training clinic was postponed
from the month of May to July 19-20 due to a death
in the family of trainer Bob Kettle. We tried to get
the use of the enclosed field at Kingston
Elementary School in Hesperia for the training in
June, but it was already in use. Members who have
not seen snake awareness training for dogs might
want to mark their July calendars and come out.
It’s worth seeing. Also, if you would like to
volunteer to work on either of the two days, we can
always use the help. Contact Habitat Coordinator
John Shaver at (760) 956-8169 if you can help.
Kingston Elementary school is at the corner of
Kingston Ave and Dunkirk in Hesperia. Training
starts early both days.
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