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Guzzler A46 located in the Tur tle Mountains north of Victorville gets the full treatment from QU
759 members in June. This guzzler had been dry most of the time for years. Our work crew
patched the leaking underground tank, built a new lid, and repaired and resurfaced the rain
collection apron to restore this guzzler for chukar and quail in the area. (see page 4 for more)
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editor know .

this month’s meeting will take place as usual
at the Apple Valley Gun Club at 6:00 pm on Tues-
day, June 17th. We will be discussing a number of
upcoming projects, including our latest project on
A46, and new work to be done on other guzzlers
and springs this summer before the heat sets in. We
will probably switch from doing desert guzzlers to
working on some at higher elevations in the San
Bernardino National Forest until temperatures start
to drop in the fall.

We will also be discussing doing bird counts
on a number of guzzlers for the Department of Fish
& Game. Andy Pauli, our local DFG wildlife biolo-
gist is hoping to attend our meeting to kick off the
bird counts. this is a good project that gives the
DFG data on bird numbers, and also gives membes
a excuse to get out and check out their favorite
guzzlers to see what the bird population looks like
before the season opens.

Members who come to the meeting cal also
expect to hear about the opening of the new
Sportsman’s Warehouse on June 20 in Victorville,
as two of our membes, Cruz Garcia and Mike Pacer
are working there.

We will also be discussing our upcoming
chapter shoot and barbeque at Camp Cady this fall.
This is where we will draw the winning ticket for
the QU shotgun we’ve been running a raffle on for
the past several months.

In June, we hope to do any finishing touches
that may be needed on A46, and fill it using our
new pump and tank arrangement, and then monitor
it for leaks to make sure the tank sealing that was
done in early June is holding. The weekday work
party scheduled for Wenesday, June 18 will finish
A46.

Then we will switch our attention to guz-
zler A101 east of Stoddaard Well. It needs the apron
patched and recoated with Merlex and a fence in-
stalled. Other projects had not been decided on at
this time, so we will contact members via e-mail
when other projects get started.
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Our Chapter is holding an internet raffle for
the Quail Unlimited shotgun we won for our
habitat work. Proceeds from this raffle will go back
into our habitat fund for more work on guzzlers
and springs in the Mojave Desert and the San
Bernardino National Forest.

The shotgun is a Browning Gold Superlite
engraved with California quail and hunting scenes.
It is one of ten. It is a gas-operated semi-auto
equipped with 28 inch back-bored barrel
chambered for 3 inch shells. Tickets for this raffle
are available on line by going to our web site at:
http://www.hdqu759.org/store_shotgun.html .

Prices of tickets are one ticket for $10.00, or six
tickets for $50.00. You can order tickets via
PayPal. You can also get tickets from Chapter
Treasurer, Phil Garro. Contact him at (760) 241-
9011 or send your request for tickets to the chapter
Post Office box at:  QU High Desert #759, P.O.
Box 401397, Hesperia, Ca 92340-1397.

This shotgun will be raffled off at Camp Cady
during our club shoot and barbeque in August.

QU HATS AND T-SHIRTS FOR SALE
The Chapter has a number of Quail Unlim-

ited Hats in tan or Hunter Orange and silk-screened
T-Shirts with the QU Logo on them for sale. We
also have Fun Shoot hats and T shirts available.
Hats are $20.00 ea, and shirts go for $15.00 each,
or three shirts for $40.00. The money raised goes
to support our habitat work on guzzlers in our area.
Purchase some and advertise our chapter
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If you have not yet visited the chapter’s new

web site, you are missing a lot. Associate member
Laura Hardin, wife of chapter member Freeman
Hardin, has built a great web site You will be able
to find up to date information on work projects,
upacoming shoots ans events, past issues of the
chapter newsletter, and of course, our annual Christ-
mas Party scheduled in December. Make sure you
bookmark this site on your computer and check it
frequently. http://www.hdqu759.org/index.html
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We still need members to step forward and
get their names on the list of our Adopt-A-Guzzler
program. Adopting a guzzler doesn’t mean you
have to do all the work on it, just that you promise
to check it two or more times a year, and report
anything that needs to be fixed to John Shaver, our
Habitat Coordinator, so that we can schedule the
work. In the dry part of the summer, we would ask
that you check it often enough to make sure it
doesn’t run short of water. That’s all there is to it.
If you are interested, and you have a guzzler you
like to hunt, and plan on visiting it once in awhile,
please put your name on the list. Contact John
Shaver at 760-956-8169
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Western Regional Director Dick Haldeman
says the has nominated member Cliff McDonald for
the Golden Quail award for his great efforts to keep
water for wildlife projects going in the Mojave
National Preserve.  The award, which is given
annually by each QU region for outstanding habitat
work, will be presented at the QU National
Convention in Springfield, MO.

In case you had not met Cliff at any of our
functions (He lives in Needles, and doesn’t attend
most of our meetings), he has worked for years to
keep a Water For Wildlife program going within
the East Mojave Preserve, battling the National
Park Service at times and pressing on with wildlife
issues that effect all the wildlife in the Preserve, as
well as effecting the hunting there. Our hats are off
to Cliff for his efforts.

We would also encourage our members
who have not visited the East Mojave Preserve,
either to work on guzzler projects or to hunt upland
birds to do so this year. It’s beautiful country, and
the wildlife there deserves your support and help.



Old lid on guzzler A46 was beat up, and needed to
be cut open and  replaced before the tank bottom
could be sealed and refilled with water.for birds.

John Shaver (left) and Keith Walton cut a new open-
ing in tank top so they could get in and dig out the
sand and dirt that half filled the tank.

While the tank cleaning and rain apron patching was
going on, the crew built up a new tank lid setup and
patched up the curbs around apron edge.

Cruz Garcia and Freeman Hardin maned the cement
mixer to mix both concrete and Merlex to repair and
r e-coaat the rain apron and tank top.

The rain apron on A46 was badly cracked and in need
of patching with concrete before the Merlex coat could
be applied to finish sealing the surface

New lid is a ametal frame filled with concrete. It seals
well and should prevent casual removal or vandalism
by people who find A46 by accident.



Members should note that our annual
Snake Break dog training clinic was postponed
from the month of May to July 19-20 due to a death
in the family of trainer Bob Kettle. We tried to get
the use of the enclosed field at Kingston
Elementary School in Hesperia for the training in
June, but it was already in use. Members who have
not seen snake awareness training for dogs might
want to mark their July calendars and come out.
It’s worth seeing. Also, if you would like to
volunteer to work on either of the two days, we can
always use the help. Contact Habitat Coordinator
John Shaver at (760) 956-8169 if you can help.
Kingston Elementary school is at the corner of
Kingston Ave and Dunkirk in Hesperia. Training
starts early both days.
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This could be a bad year for snakes, so hunters
and dog owners should be prepared. Our an-
nual Snake-Break will pr otect your dog.

With almost 1,600 guzzlers statewide to
keep track of, the Nevada  Department of Wildlife
(NDOW) needs all the help it can get to properly
maintain these devices that are critical to the
survival of the state’s wildlife. With the creation of
the NDOW guzzler maintenance hotline at (775)
688-1537,  Nevada sportsmen can lend a hand by
reporting any guzzler problems they see  while
afield.

Nevada’s 332 large  guzzlers, designed for
big game like deer, bighorn sheep and antelope
have a  3,600 gallon capacity, while 1,232 small
guzzlers, favored by upland game like chukar,
sage grouse and rabbits have a 325 gallon
capacity.

The idea for the guzzler  hotline is the
result of suggestions by concerned citizens who
wanted an easier  way to report guzzler issues to
NDOW.  “Before the hotline, anyone wanting  to
report issues with a guzzler could fill out a guzzler
maintenance form found  on the agency website at
www.ndow.org,”  said John Gebhardt wildlife
staff  biologist in charge of the guzzler program..
“But we heard comments  that the form was hard
to find or that some didn’t understand the form’s
purpose. So we created the hotline as a simple,
more convenient method to report  problems.”

While  Gebhardt says maintenance issues
such as vandalism, holes in storage  tanks, piping
leaks and broken drinkers are the reasons for most
calls, he  welcomes other information as well. “In
addition to damage reports we’re also  interested
in wildlife usage, water quality and quantity in the
storage tanks, condition of vegetation in the
vicinity and any other observations folks may  have
noted during their visit. We ask they provide us
with the date and time of  the visit, name of the
guzzler if a sign is present, location - with GPS
coordinates if possible - and as many other details
as they can provide,”  explained Gebhardt. “There
are a lot of sportsman’s dollars invested in these
water developments and it is much easier and more
cost effective to maintain  existing guzzlers than
build new ones. With the hotline the public can
help NDOW make the most of that investment.”
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Member Stan Lewis passed away on June
4th, 2008 after a long battle with colon cancer. He is
survived by his wife, Helen, and sons Paul and
Graeme. Stan was one of the most enthusiastic bird
hunters we ever knew, and was famous for his

ability to climb steep, rocky hills in pursuit of
chukar. He had legs like iron, and indeed earned the
nickname “Iron Man” from his doctors and nurses
during his long battle with cancer.

I first met Stan Lewis in the early 1970’s
when we were both in the Early Fords, a street rod
club in the Riverside-San Bernardino area. Stan
was well known for creating one of the quickest

street Model T coupes in the club. Later, working
for Edison, and doing a stint as a schoold teacher,
San decided to pursue self-employment and after
moving to the high desert community of Hesperia,
Stan became known as the owner of The Book
Swapper, a used book store on Main Street in
Hesperia. It was a place where you usually found
bird hunters hanging around talking about quail
and chukar or swapping war stories, Stan being

quite interested in the history of warfare. .
Stan used to have a lot of trouble shooting

accurately because of an eye dominance problem,
and wore a piece of tape over his left eye to force
himself to use his right eye when shooting a
shotgun. It worked well, and he shot a lot of birds
each year with tape on his glasses. In the last few
years, Stan usually hunted with Bill Dobbs, Mike

Stan Lewis (far left) with just a few of his many hunting buddies on a chukar hunt. Left to Right,
Stan, Phil Garro, Bill Dobbs, Jerry Purhaugh, Mike Pacer, and Dave Smith.



Pacer, Dave Smith, myself, and more than a few
more members.

Hunting with Stan was always fun. He had
a dry sense of humor and always was a man of few
words until you got on the subject of bird hunting,
then you could listen for a long time. He worked on
various guzzler projects after joining Quail
Unlimited and took part in as many chapter
activities as he could.

Stan was a canacer survivor, having beaten
the disease the first time around, but when the
cancer returned, he tried all the options, and finally
just couldn’t overcome his cancer.

According to Helen, Stan had chosen to
donate his body to science, so they contacted Loma
Linda University a couple of months ago and Stan
was accepted into their Bodies for Science
program.  “Our whole family was supportive of this
and we feel strongly that Stan’s decision will be an
important contribution to future cancer research
that may help someone else in the future.  We are so
proud of him.”

Due to this, they will not have funeral
arrangements and have decided to take their time as
to what kind of memorial they will have for him.

“We don’t feel a somber memorial in a funeral type
setting is what we want, but a coming together of
family and friends in a setting that will reflect his

personality and interests.” For those that feel like
they want to do something, in lieu of flowers,
please feel welcome to send a donation to the Loma

Linda University Bodies for Sci-
ence Program 24745 Stewart
Street, Loma Linda  CA 92350.

Helen Lewis thanks all
those members who came to see
Stan in the final weeks of his life,
and says she would like some time
to recover and please do not call
her for the immediate future. The
chapter will be doing something to
remember Stan Lewis and his love
of upland birds.

Individual members can do
something: Remember Stan when
you go into the field this fall. Take
a moment to appreciate the beauty
of the country, and the sport we
love. Look around at the stark
beauty of the desert and cherish

the days you have left to be there and hunt— and
think of Stan Lewis who loved all this as much as
any of us.– Richard A. Bean

Stan Lewis the way he should be remembered.
In the field with shotgun and hunting dog.

Stan and Helen pose with his supercharged Model T coupe
street rod just a few weeks before his untimly death.
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