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A hot dog and a soda for just a dollar was a good publicity and membership tool in August at
Sportsman’s Warehouse in Victorville. Chapter  members volunteered to run an outside booth
selling dogs and sodas, and passing out literature on QU. We raffled off two shotguns over the
weekend, and signed up new members. It was a long weekend, but a good one as the chapter got
its Water for Wildlife message out to the public. We will do an additional event in October.
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MEMBER ADDRESS CHANGES– Member s
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Richar d Bean, 7695 Kingston, Hesperia,
CA 92345, or send an e-mail to him a t
ricbean1@v eriz on.net. T hat way we won’ t
loose tr ack of  you and y ou will contin ue
to g et your ne wsletter on time .

Also , if  you ar ae pr esently g etting
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If you have not yet visited the chapter’s new

web site, you are missing a lot. Associate member
Laura Hardin, wife of chapter member Freeman
Hardin, has built a great web site You will be able
to find up to date information on work projects,
upacoming shoots ans events, past issues of the
chapter newsletter, and of course, our annual Christ-
mas Party scheduled in December. Make sure you
bookmark this site on your computer and check it
frequently. http://www.hdqu759.org/index.html
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I am deeply honored to have been selected
as recipient of the 2008 Golden Quail Award for
the Western Region of the United States.  As an
individual I take pride in receiving this award,
however I must share this award with over 400
volunteers who have supported this “water for
wildlife” project.  Only through their continued
dedication and support of labor, sweat and
donations, have we been able to make a
contribution in preserving water sources for desert
wildlife in the East Mojave Desert.   This award
from Quail Unlimited exemplifies our commitment,
which is to preserve the desert wildlife for future
generations to come.  I would like to personally
extend my thanks and gratitude to all who have
helped me with this ongoing “water for wildlife”
project.

I would also like to thank Safari Club
International,  Safari Club Orange County Chapter,
California Deer Association, Quails Unlimited,
Society for the Conservation of Bighorn Sheep,
Orange County Predator Callers and Society for
the Protection and Conservation of Wildlife.

Sincerely

Cliff McDonald
Needles, CA
760-326-2935

This month’s meeting will be our second at
Sportsman’s Warehouse in Victorville. We will be
going over some work details for the month of
September, probably centering on finishing off guz-
zler A46, and then making plans to rework guz-
zlers A16 and A98 in the Johnson Road area east
of Apple Valley.

We will also be swapping stories about the
dove opener. Come to the meeting and hear some
good stories (and probably some outright fibs)
about the dove hunting from the first half of the
dove season. We will also be looking forward to
the quail and chukar general season opener in Oc-
tober. If any members went for the early mountain
quail opener on the weekend, we may hear some
reports on that as well.

We will also receive an update on the big
work weekend at Camp Cady (see Cliff McDonald’s
report on page 6) and discussing upcoming things
we can do to  continue to improve the operation of
this vital wildlife area.

Newsletter Editor Richard Bean has a
new blog running on Jim Matthews web site. To
read, go to http://www.outdoornewsservice.com
and scroll down the right side to see both his and
Matthews blogs. Some of the writing is about
hunting, some about fishing, and some about
whatever strikes their fancy.

Bean’Bean’Bean’Bean’Bean’ s Blogs Blogs Blogs Blogs Blog



Outside booth was hot, but the dogs and sodas and
our displays brought a lot of attention all weekend.

Inside booth was cooler. Here volunteer Barbara Bean
talks to Sportsmans Warehouse employee.

Sportsman’s Warehouse manager, Doug Patch,
Chairman Cruz Garcia with QU support award .

On display were our two consecutive conservation
awards from Qail Unlimted for our water work.

Habitat Coordinator, John Shaver won BLM Vol-
unteer of the year award from Quail Unlimited

Events Corodinator, Freeman Hardin, and a pretty
bystander draw the tickets for the two shotguns.
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August may be the height of summer, but
QU 759 has been busy. First we moved out
meeting site from the clubhouse at Apple Valley
Gun Club to the new Sportsman’s Warehouse.
At the August meeting we were able to present the
finely engraved QU shotgun we raffled off at our
fun shoot to the winner, Vinod Nair, who lives in
Silver Lakes. The new meeting area is well lit, and
will be cooler in the summer and warmer in the
winter. We want to thank Doug Patch and
Sportsman’s Warehouse for offering this area for
our use.

The “Hot Dog and Soda for a Buck”
promotion in mid August went very well. The
chapter raffled off a Remington 870 shotgun, and
the tickets sold so well we ran out before Saturday
was over, so Dough Patch offered us a Benelli
pump as a second raffle prize. Tickets for that
were sold out too, and both shotguns were raffled
off at the end of the day on Sunday.

We owe a great debt of gratitude to Doug
Patch and the Sportsman’s Warehouse organiza-
tion for their support. In addition to letting us use
their facilities for meetings and special events,
they’ve donated a number of raffle prizes and give-
away items which we have put to good use at our
events.

Treasurer Phil Garro says that between the
meeting and the event, we signed up sixteen new
members– a real plus for our efforts to get work
done on guzzlers and springs in the area. QU 759
will be holding an additional membership weekend
event on October 11-12 at Sportsman’s Warehouse
, just before the start of the quail season. We will be
raffling off another fine shotgun at this event, so be
sure to come out and get some tickets. As usual, we
need volunteers to do all of these kinds of
promotional works, so if you are interested in
spending some time helping out, contact Events
Coordinator Freeman Hardin and sign on.

Habitat isn’t being neglected. Coordinator
John Shaver notes that the main mission during the
summer has been hauling water. “We have all the
guzzlers in the Silver Mountains, covered,” Shaver
said. “There’s a possibility of A-13 still leaking , as
it seems to lose water! I’m going to check it out
before next meeting. If A-13 needs repair I will take
a small group out to try and patch. ”

John also noted that all the Guzzlers in the
Johnson Valley (A14, 15, 16,97, & 98) ) are been
taken care of by Pat Nav & Cary Abadie,( Also
keeping track of A45). Carl West is taking care of
A18, 102, & 103). Carl Porter is taking care of A76,
77, & 79.  Rick Bean is watching over A92, QU3,
and A93. A19,20,37,38,39, and A40 are being
collectively watched over by all.

Our next project will most likely be to
complete work on A46 ( Second coat of Merlex, &
repair fence) done by the Weekend crew. Next
major work will be on A16 & A98 in the Johnson
valley which we can complete at the same time,
hopefully the last week in Sept, or the first week in
Oct. As of now our main focus remains hauling
water.

One interesting event in September is a GPS
course in the field led by Ronald Garton, who gave
a talk at a chapter meeting earlier in the year. It will
be held at the Etiwanda Game Association where
we held our fun shoot. This should be an excellent
learning experience for all members who have a
GPS and would like to use it more effectively. The
date for this is Sunday, September 14th, starting at
8:30 am. This is a members-only class, and
interested members should RSVP with Cruz Garcia
or Freeman Hardin.

Chairman Cruz Garcia presents engraved Brown-
ing shotgun to happy raffle winner Vinod Nair.
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I arrived Friday evening on the 22nd and
several volunteers were already at the camp.
Saturday morning at 7 am we had pancakes, eggs
and sausage, cooked by Tom Smith and Jesse
Gossett.

Troy Kelly, the DFG person in charge of
Camp Cady, had the volunteers sign in and after a
the volunteers started working. Troy Kelly drove
all the way from the Bishop area to deliver a huge
tractor with front-end loader. It will now be
available for Camp Cady to use. This tractor was
used to clear the grounds and plants new trees.
Gary Thomas operated the tractor for 6 hours,
clearing brush and preparing area for new trees.
Thanks Troy for making the trip and helping us get
done what needed to be done.

Mike took on the swamp cooler in the
bunk house. After working for several hours Mike
did make it work, but recommended a
replacement, Tom Smith is working on a new
donated cooler for the bunkhouse. Several
volunteers started trimming the trees and weed-
ing the grounds around the bunkhouse while
other volunteers cleaned out one of the huge
storage sheds, this will give the Sheep Society and
other groups more storage room for wildlife
projects.

The electricians led by Mercer Lawing out
of Barstow started installing the new pond pump
breaker box plus building a shade cover to protect
this breaker box. The estimated costs of the
breaker box, $700.00, which was donated by Tom
Smith. The labor to replace this aging panel and
build the shade is estimated at $1200.00. This
dedicated pump supports the ponds which hold the
endangerd Mohave TUI Chub. The electricians
brought a lot of their own supplies and along with
installing new breaker panel they also started to re-
wire the cow barn.

John the plumber moved the toilet in the
bunkhouse so a new wall and door could be
installed plus repaired the toliet in the main

bathroom and repaired a broken pipe in the Butler
hut. Larry from 29 Palms framed and sheet- rocked
the new wall, and installed a new door to this
bathroom.

Christian jumped on the D-5 Cat for 5 hours
and cleared some acreage to make room for a
natural wind break. Tom Smith purchased ($300.00
each) and installed two new batteries in this heavy
Caterpillar. A 250 gal propane was donated by
Frank Clemens along with a 4000 watt Onan
Generator from the California Dept of Food and
Agriculture which will be used as back-up power
for the caretakers house.

Turkey, ham and roast beef along with
home grown onions and tomatoes were prepared by
Bruce, Lori, Dave and Debra for our lunch, lunch
and after a one hour break it was back to work.

At 7 pm, BBQ chicken cooked by Debra,
Jesse and Christian, beans prepared by Bruce and
were put together with salad and bread by Lori,
Debra, Bruce and Dave. None of the volunteers
went hungry. After dinner we had our raffle. Thanks
goes out to Nick for the articles he has donated.
After dinner I actually got to take a shower on this
project and I have to say the tile shower in the bunk
house is nice. The tile and labor was donated by the
Ventura Chapter of QU and they did a beautiful job.

Sunday morning breakfast featured Tom’s
pancakes, Debra’s sausage and eggs along with
orange juice. After breakfast we were back at it
again. Herb raked the now trimmed grass and leaves
around the bunk house, Tommy and his two man
crew along with Dave Smith moved the old trucks
from the fire pond area to the outer storage area, the
movers and cleaners moved stuff and cleaned stuff
and the electricians did what they do best. It was a
little hotter Sunday and around 11:30, lunch was
available and anyone who wanted a huge sandwich,
prepared by Debra was more then welcome.

We had 41 volunteers plus spouses. I know
several of you worked a lot more then 8 hours not
including drive time. We put together some figures



for all to get an idea at what was accomplished on
this weekend project. All total we think it would
have cost around $6400.00 to hire electricians,
dozer operator, plumber, framer, movers, cleaners,
gardeners, cooks etc. 40 volunteers times eight
hours each, times $20.00 per hour = $6400.00.

 A new 24 inch door was supplied for the
bathroom, and all the plumbing parts were supplied
by Richard Persohn, the electrical panel, caulking
was supplied and so was the food. The estimate on
parts donated by the volunteers, $2700.00, I know
I left some donated time and materails costs out of
this estimate. Other labor and supplies were
previously accomplished by volunteers in order to
support this project and future projects.

Thanks to the High Desert Chapter of QU
for their numerous volunteers and food. The
Saturday dinner, supplied by the CA State QU
committee, Tom for his generous donations and
Bruce for coordinating the work. Dave for bringing
fresh garden items from his home grown garden,
Troy for making such a long drive to deliver the
front-end loader and help coordinate this project,
Andy and Lori Pauli, Jesse and Debra Gosset.
Gary, Christian, Ron and Dave our equipment
operators, our gaurdian angle/camp leader/safety
engineer Bruce Kenyon.

The hard working volunteers included
electricians, movers, cleaners, trimmers, cutters,  a
framer, a plumber, master cool repair. You are all
great people and I was glad to be part of this
project. Thank you all, this project was a great
success and we hope there can be more to follow.

It looks like we can schedule another Camp
Cady project for Feb, 2009, I promise it will be a
little cooler at that time of the year. I would also
like to mention a couple things about guzzler
repairs. This next year, with the gas prices so high,
instead of having 4 or 5 projects what do you all
think about having three four day projects?? One in
March, April, and May. I will go into more details
later but I just thought I would throw this out and
see what you all think about this idea.
Sincerely
Cliff McDonald
760-326-2935
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Two Quail Unlimited members have

been named as finalists for the 2009 Budweiser
Conservationist of the Year award. Budweiser, in
partnership with the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, will award a $50,000 grant to one of
four deserving conservationists. In addition, three
runners-up will receive $5,000 grants to help fund
on-the-ground conservation efforts.

One of the nonimees is Cliff McDonald,
QU High Desert Chapter  Cliff has been the
driving force behind restoration of water sources
inside the Mojave National Preserve. By
coordinating groups like Quail Unlimited, the
California Deer Association, the Safari Club and
California Fish and Game, Cliff has improved the
policies of the Mojave Preserve and initiated an
Environmental Assessment to study the impacts of
artificial water sources on mule deer and other
desert wildlife. To place your vote for Cliff, print
your name, address, age and the name of the
candidate you’ve selected on a 3" x 5" card and
mail to:

2009 Budweiser Conservationist of the Year
P.O. Box 750088
El Paso, TX 88575-0088

We’ve been told that Budweiser will have a
place on their web site  www.budweiser.com to
place your vote electronically, but so far we have
not seen this. Check the web site, and if it still is not
up, please send the 3X5 card and place a vote for
Cliff.

If Cliff wins this award, it will mean a great
deal not only for what he is trying to accomplish in
the East Mojave, but for all windlife projects and
partners in the entire Mojave Desert.
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