Next meeting is

Nov 20

6.00 p.m. at the Apple
Valley Gun Club, 16699
Stoddar d Wells Rd,
Victor ville

QUAIL UNLIMITED SHAREER # /759

Nov 2007
Guzzler A97 g ets the finishing
touc h with a f ine new br ush pile

SEIM

A97 gets the final touch as Habitat Coordinator John Shaver tosses the last few branches
on the brush pile overthe tank on this chukarand quail guzzler The steel rack and the brush pile
give the birds some ovdread protection againsts hawks and othepredators while drinking, and
also provides shade during the summertheat. (see the fullA97 story on page 4)
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Vice Chairman- Da ve Smith (760) 947-6947
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Past Chairman: Ric hard Pershon (760) 242-
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e-mail: josh4264@msn.com
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8377 & Cur t Schreiter (909) 730-0821
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Richard Bean 760 244-1290
e-mail: ricbeanl@v eriz on.net

Web Site Administr ator- Laura Hardin (760)
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MEMBER ADDRESS CHANGES—- Member s
who ¢ hang e their addr ess, phone n umber,

or e-mail addr ess should send notice to Ri-
chard Bean, 7695 Kingston, Hesperia, CA
92345, or send an e-mail to him a

ricbeanl@v erizon.net. T hatway we won'’t
loose tr ack of you and y ou will contin ue to

get your ne wsletter on time .

Also, if you arae presently g etting
the newsletter via r egular mail, and y ou
would r ather g et it as an e-mail or r ead it
on the w eb site, please let the ne wiletter

editor know .

This Month’ s Meeting

At this month’s meeting we will get up to
date on the general conditions within our area (see
also the hunt report story in this issue of the
newsletter on page 4) and discuss a few projects we
may be able to insert in the hunting season. If you
look on page 3, you will see a large project being set
up by CIliff McDonald out in the Mojave National
Preserve. This will be talked about, as well as our
on-going need to haul water to thirsty birds all over
the desert.

This meeting is our first chance to swap
hunting stories since the start of the quail and
chukar season, so if you've been hunting, come to
the meeting and tell us your story (we’ll even listen
to areally well crafted tall tale or two!), and we will
tell you ours.

We will discuss the final plans for the
Christmas party, and probably be talking about
chapter officers for the next year as well. We will
also be selling raffle tickets for the Browning Quail
Unlimited shotgun we are raffling off. And as usual,
we will be holding our regular raffle and 50/50
raffle at the end of the meeting.

Work Projects

Upcoming work projects which may get
done during the hunting season, or soon after will
concentrate on guzzlers A37 and A38, east of
Highway 247 in north Lucerne Valley and the Ord
Mountains. We may also take a look at working on
guzzler A39 which is in very bad shape. Itis in the
same general area.

Work on Guzzler A4 inside San Bernardino
National Forest land south of Phelan is on hold. We
have to get equipment into the area, which is going
to require some tree trimming to do, and we don’t
want to do that until after we have some winter
rains to reduce the risk of fire from the trimming and
vehicle use.

If any members have suggestions about
guzzlers and springs they want put on the work list,
please call or e-mail Habitat Coordinator John
Shaver.



Camp Cady Ne ws East Mojave Project

On November '3, QU 759 members Cruz There is a guzzler maintenace project on
Garcia, Dave Smith, Ron Mantel, and Rodney tap in the East Mojave Preserve in the first week of
Hammonds attended a memorial service for GaBecember. We received the following from Cliff
Minder. Gary had been a Chapter 759 member McDonald. We hope that chapter members turn
and had worked as a volunteer caretaker and hait for this one. You can both work on a guzzler
at Camp Cady prior to his death. Gary’s wife ~ project and get in some bird hunting in the East
requested the service at Camp Cady, where a Mljave as well over one long weekend.

Sycamore tree donated by Glen Sudmeyer was The nextguzzler projectin the East Mojave
planted in Gary’s honor and memory. will be Dec 1-2-3. We will camp in the same area

The dove field will be planted and will be next to the corner of Cedar Canyon and Lanfair
ready for the season in 2008. This should give Road. From Goffs go North about 15 miles on
hunters a great crop of milo to hunt over. If Lanfair Road to Cedar Canyon Road. Go 6/10th
everything goes right, we should also have a  {six tenths} of a mile past Cedar Canyon Road, on
couple of handicapped shooters ramps built on your left will be a gate with a PVC pipe with top
one end of the field for wheelchair hunters who painted red. Go thru gate about three hundred
wish to take part in the dove hunt. At this point,yards, look to the right and you will see the camp
the area where these handicapped facilities will site. You do not need four wheel drive.
be is being graded and being made ready for | will be at the camp site Friday evening
cement. Chapter members will be notified whenNov 30th. I would really like this gathering to be a
the time comes to do the cement and finish workig one. | am asking for one of the groups (CDA,
on this important project. QU, SCI, OCVCA, SCBS) to provide dinner on

Thanks to all those members who worke8aturday and Sunday night, we will have all the
so hard to trench for a new water line to the  trimming if a group will provide the main dish,
newly planted trees at Pond Three. please let me know. (Two organizations have

On the down side, the Department of Fistommitted to providing the food. Thanks....) We
& Game has canceled the pheasant hunt scheowill provide breakfast Sat, Sunday and Monday
uled for Camp Cady in December. This is be- mornings.

cause the milo fields were not planted in 2007. | would also like to mention that we will
have plenty of goodies to give away to the

: volunteers, plus I would like for each group to wear
National F orests R eopen or bring their organizations shirt or hat for group
In case you missed the e-mail, the Angelgsictures. Please no pets at the work site. There is
Los Padres, and San Bernardino National Foregtenty of room for RV’s and the camping area is
reopened on Novembel.8t had been assumed byevel.
most that they would remain closed due to the We are still in need of a trailer that will only
many fires until after we had significant rain, but thee used for these projects. Trailer must be 6X8 or
forest staffs fooled everybody and did the opposif&X7, single or dual axle and be able to haul 2500
This means we will have hunting access tbs. The higher riding the better.
some excellent valley and mountain quail habitdtlease let me know if you can make this one, the
We will also be able to do work projects withimext will be the second weekend of Feb, 2008.
National Forest boundaries this winter.
Hunters must be extremely careful and n@&iff McDonald
cause a new fire. The brush is very dry and britf€0-326-2935
and it wouldn’t take much to get another big fire
started. If you hunt in the Forests, please be careful.



BLM Issues Decision to
Provide Water to Bighorn

This month’s cover story is just that— a This news release from the Bureau of Land
story about the cover provided by the brush pil&&anagement is interesting, as it may set president
that we build on top of the buried water tank onfer future cukar/quail guzzler development in the
upland bird guzzler. For many years, sportsmeéfojave Desert.
who worked on guzzlers built brush piles to give The Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
the birds additional protection from the sun ariths issued a decision authorizing the California
from predators. With a good brush pile, the birdsepartment of Fish and Game (CDFG) to place a
can duck out of sight when a hawk or eagle soaviidlife guzzler (an artificial water source) in the
overhead, and also can take refuge from bobc8tseephole Valley Wilderness in southeastern San
and coyotes who may want a free lunch of chukBernardino County, about 20 miles east of
or quail to go with their morning drink. Twentynine Palms, to provide needed water to

The brush used for this guzzler was junipelesert bighorn sheep.
branches but not gathered from the local area, it  Sterling White, BLM’'s Needles Field
was donated by chapter Newsletter Editor Ridkanager, said the decision carefully balances the
Bean from a big juniper that needed to be timmé&geds of maintaining healthy bighorn sheep
in his back yard. populations with minimizing impac_ts to desgnatgd

Recently, Habitat Coordinators Johwilderness. “When water is recognized as a limiting

Shaver and Craig Tyson have started building rd@¢tor for the health of a desert bighorn sheep

pulation, and in the absence of documented
to hold'Fhe brush upoffthe surface ofthetankro(,idverse impacts of water developments, propo-
This gives the birds more total cover fro

_ Ments of bighorn sheep believe water developments
overhead threats and gives good shade on a {0f, 4 he a component of effective bighorn sheep

desert day while they water. This flrst generatigianagement. To do otherwise will continue to
brushrackis created out of galvanized angle meigdce bighorn sheep populations at risk for
and tubular posts, although John Shaver saysds@irpation,” he stated.
has a new design in mind already. The decision cites authority for this action as
This was the final touch on guzzler A97. Iisection 4 of the 1964 Wilderness Act and Section
addition to this, the surface of the rain collectioh03 of the 1994 California Desert Protection Act.
apron was patched and given a coat of Mer|ex’ 6@@F)|es of the decision have bee.n ma”eq to all those
the edge of the guzzler where it runs alongside #{80_commented on the draft issued in February
road was beefed up and cemented in to prevgﬂ 7 The_enwronmental assessment, finding of no
erosion under the apron. We also installed a Wal nificant impact, and decision record can be found

e . : ttp://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/needles.htnil
For Wildlife sign and fixed the fence. You can flnél BLM issued a similar decision in 2003, which

some good phot_os of the work done on A97 on %S appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals.
chapter's web site. ~ Based on concerns about cumulative impacts of other
All this work was done over a period ofotential projects in the California Desert, BLM
weeks, and it is a good example of the amountigfuested the case be remanded back to review its
guzzler work done by this chapter. We can alwajhger-term management perspective for the area.
use additional help on these projects. If you ar&ice then, BLM has been working with CDFG, U.S.
chapter member and haven’t come out on oneFiéh and Wildlife Service, and interest groups to
our projects, think about giving a little of your timéetter clarify the need and impacts of guzzlers
to help wildlife— plus you get the added advantadfgroughout the Desert.
of learning where these guzzlers and springs are ~ For more information ontact Stephen
located. That becomes a big plus when the huntiﬁgzo’ Desert District Public Affairs at (951)
season rolls around. 697-5217.

Cover Story




there. Not this year. | think | know where I'll find
Hunt R eporﬂs a few birds when | get around to hunting them.
The 2007 quail and chukar season didn’6ood sized hold-over coveys will undoubtedly
start with a bang for the majority of hunters wherovide a little shooting,” Hatfield said. “l| expect
clearly remember the past two or three seasont find only mature birds. They will probably
when there were plenty of birds— including manyecognize (my dog) Cigar and | from last sea-
young of the year chukar that were not as sposion.”.

as their adult covey partners. Matt Gangola and his wife also hunted the
“As far as hunting one is going to have t&ast Mojave and he sent this report. “Debbie and
get out of the vehicle and put boots on the | pre-scouted Francis Spring in late August and

ground. The birds are older and smarter,” said saw 30-40 quail at the spring itself along with at
Chapter Chairman Cruz Garcia. Habitat Coordieast a dozen dove. We went back there on the
nator John Shaver agreed, noting that he and lijgail opener at approximately9:00 a.m. and did
hunting partners found birds around one guzzleot see a single bird there.”
that is in ideal chukar habitat. “The birds were “We then went to the Mojave Preserve,
very spooky, and we tried to chase them up intbut most of the springs we checked were still
the lava rocks, but the split into two groups. | d&tarred from the fire and did not see a bird.”
manage to down two birds on the opener, but iGangola said. “We then went to the guzzler just
was hard work.” south of the I-15 off Kelbaker Road, and did not
“Only hunted opening day in Cactus Flatsee or hear a bird, nor was there any tracks/
where | met Barry Dewing (from the Riverside feathers at the guzzler, although the guzzler was
Chapter) and two other guys that rebuilt Guzzléwalf full of water. We then went to the guzzlers
“Riverside # 79" there two years. ago,” said Heelast of Hwy 247, north of the pipeline road (you
Drury. “Four guys and four dogs saw nothing know, Jim Matthews “secret” spot that he takes
there or at the guzzler near the staging area omo one). You guessed it— nothing, despite the fact
near another one they found near Rose Mine attéit each had water. Finally, we went to the
Scott Ranch.” Granite Mountains just east of “Dead Man'’s
Chapter member Gary Hatfield hunted tifeurve” where Debbie and | limited on chukar for
East Mojave area and gave us this report; “I wéise last three years in a row on the opener, and
deer hunting up in the Kingston Range in the zilch!*
vicinity of Horse Thief Springs on opening week- Matt did say he and his wife found a
end of quail and chukar season. Heard no birdgouple of coveys of Mountain Quail on the Yucca
saw no birds, and | was hunting near plentiful Valley said the San Bernardino Mountains, but
water sources which traditionally hold birds. | didn’t want to say exactly where. Chris Jones
talked to around fifteen chukar hunters. None hunted in Arizona, and reported that the bird
saw a single bird. One group of hunters said thegunt where he hunted was way down over
got limits on opening weekend last year--not thigrevious years.
year.” Stan Lewis and Rick Bean hunted just
“Next weekend found me in the Provi- once in the second week of the season. They
dence Mountains hunting deer. Again, | was in stopped at several guzzlers and springs, and saw a
area of natural springs, cattle tanks, and guzzléegal of a half dozen chukar on one guzzler, but
Saw no birds, but | did hear a chukar call or twthey were high up on the rocky hills above the
This after a 1200 foot vertical climb in less thanguzzler, and there was no hope of reaching them.
linear mile. | don’t think I'd bother climbing back So far it's been a mediocre season, but |
up there for even a limit of birds,” Hatfield said. suspect that some hunters are finding birds, and
“My deer hunt ended later that week in quite rightly are keeping their mouths tightly
another part of the Preserve. Usually | see chukhunt about just where.



Shotgun R affle on Web Christmas P arty News

Site Star ts Now The chapter will be hosting its annual

Our Chapter is holding an internet raffle fo€hristmas Party and awards dinner on December
the Quail Unlimited shotgun we won for oul, 2007 at the Senior Campus, 17581 Sultana,
habitat work. Proceeds from this raffle will go backlesperia( | ave south of Main St, left on Sultana).
into our habitat fund for more work on guzzlersast year's dinner was fantastic, and this year
and springs in the Mojave Desert and the Sahould be even better. (See the advertisement on
Bernardino National Forest. the facing page. In addition to a fine dinner, there

The shotgun is a Browning Gold Superliteill be a good raffle of Christmas prizes given out
engraved with California quail and hunting scened. the dinner, and we will be selling tickets for the
It is one of ten. It is a gas-operated semi-au@¥-going Browning shotgun raffle. This year will
equipped with 28 inch back-bored barrellso be highlighted by having liver entertainment by
chambered for 3 inch shells. Tickets for this raffl@usician Jon Paul.
are available on line by going to our web site at: This is also our yearly awards meeting.
http://www.hdqu759.0org/store_shotgun.html Awards will be presented to chapter members who
Prices of tickets are one ticket for $10.00, or shave contributed to the chapter’'s mission to raise
tickets for $50.00. You can order tickets viawareness of habitat issues in the Mojave Desert
PayPal. You can also get tickets from Chaptend the San Bernardino National Forest, and to
Treasurer, Phil Garro. Contact him@é0) 241- repair and maintain guzzlers and springs in the area.
9011 or send your request for tickets to the chaptéiyou have been active this year with the chapter,
Post Office box atQu High Desert #759, P.O. Box  You just might get an award, and if you haven't it
401397 , Hesperia, Ca 92340-1397 . might be fun to come and see what goes on at our

Thisraffle will continue until we have raised theawards dinner.
required amount for our habitat work and then we Please RSVP by calling Dave Smith at
will draw the winning ticket and announceTihis 760/ 947-6947 or 760/ 617-3291. you plan on
is a great chance to own a unique and beautifitlending. This is a casual dress dinner. Bring your
shotgun, and help habitat work in the area you higpiouse or friend and join us for Christmas fun.
in at the same time.

Visit our ne w Web Site
New Member s for our If you have not yet visited the chapsenew

Chapter and R enewals web site, you are missing a I8ssociate member
Laura Hardin, wife of chapter member Freeman

Hardin, has built a great web sifeu will be able
to find up to date information on work projects,

New Members upacoming shoots ans events, past issues of the
. chapter newsletteand of course, our annual Christ-
Laura Hardin mas Party scheduled in Decembdake sure you
Frank Hilarides bookmark this site on your computer and check it
S.D. Fraken frequently http://www .hdqu759.org/index.html

Traves Hampton



High Desert Quail Unlimited
2nd Annual Christmas Party

Friday December 21, 2007
Happy Hour Sarts at 6Pm.

Music by; John Paul.

Cost: $30.00 pemperson. Includes gratuity and thiee drink tick-
ets. Buffet style choice of chicken or beef.
Location: Senior Campus 17581 Sultana, Hesperia( | ave south
of Main &, left on Sultana).
RSVP: Dave Smith at 760/ 947-6947 or 760/ 617-3291.

Join us for an evening of fellowship and fun.
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